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ABSTRACT 

Extensive social -psychological data were gathered by questionnaires 
and the Omnibus Personality Inventory on two entering freshmen classes 
(N * 4150). Two years later the students who had withdrawn (N * 1131) 
from the University were contacted in a followup survey. The follow-up 
survey (80% response) determined why the students dropped out and sought 
to assess the nature of the problems they experienced while in attendance. 

The social-psychological data on students who persisted were com- 
pared to the data on students who dropped out. A comparison of these 
data suggested that the salient environmental characteristics of the 
institution (large, liberal, affluent, secular, academically competitive, 
and cosmopolitan) were related to attrition, and that the relationship 
differed according to the sex of the student. Male students tended to 
drop out if they were more religious or politically conservative. Female 
students tended to drop out if they were less esthetically inclined, came 
from less wealthy homes, considered themselves less attractive, or had lower 
verbal aptitude test scores. Both males and females from smaller communities 
and those having lower mathematical aptitudes tended to drop out. 

The findings suggest that various college and university presses are 
related to student behavior, and that the same environmental press may have 
different effects depending on the sex and the social -psychological 
characteristics of the student. 
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COLLEGE PRESS AND DROPOUTS 
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University of Massachusetts 

Following the research in personality assessment by Stern, Stein, and 
Bloom (1956), studies have been undertaken to discover the relationships 
that exist between student performance and institutional characteristics. 

The more recent research at the college level has been done by Pace (1964), 

Stern (1962), Astin (1965), Thistlethwaite (1963), and Pervin, et.al. (1966), 
while at the secondary school level investigations are underway by Coleman 
et. al., (1966), Flanagan, et. al. (1962) and Bachman et. al. (1967). 

Studies have demonstrated that the particular environment of a college 
does have some influence on dropout behavior. Pervin and Rubin, 1967, reported 
that discrepancies in perception between self and college were related to the 
likelihood of dropping out of college and to dissatisfaction with college. 

In the Stern, Stein, and Bloom (1956) study, at the University of Chicago, 
it was demonstrated that students with high needs for order would experience 
greater satisfaction, and thus perform well, in an orderly-structured 
environment, but they would experience frustration and anxiety in a disorderly 
environment and, thus, perform poorly. Astin has approached the issue of 
dropout with the model that he has utilized in his study of other college impacts, 
that is, a model which indicates what institutional characteristics add to the 
variance once the individual input variables have been systematically considered 
(Astin, 1964; Panos and Astin, 1968). 
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A number of other programs of research now under way have adopted a 
congruence model. Two examples of such research are the works of Pervin 
and Rubin (1967), and Keniston and Helmreich (1965). Pervin and Rubin have 
mainly been concerned with perceptual incongruence, relating probable drop- 
out for nonacademic reasons to the discrepancies between a student's per- 
ception of himself and his college, himself and other students, his college 
and the ideal college. Keniston and Helmreich, on the other hand, structure 
the problem around the identity issues that have been Keniston's concern in 
much of his research and writings. 

A study of Nasatir (1963) characterized individuals and their dormitories 
according to their "academic" or "nonacademic" orientation. He reported that 
academic failure was greatest where there was a discongruence between the 
dominant orientation of the individual and that of his dormitory. Sucyek and 
Alfeit (1966) in interpreting the unexpected findings that dropouts (that is, 
dropouts "in good standing") were more mature, sophisticated and less narrowly 
conventional than the non-dropouts, suggested that these dropouts' maturity 
have made them dissatisfied and uncomfortable with what they perceived as the 
petty and restrictive demands of their environment at Berkeley. 



The present study provides further evidence that salient environmental 
characteristics are related to student behavior. This research demonstrates 
that the major presses at a large midwestern state university are related to 
student dropout behavior. That is, because of a lack of "fit" between the needs. 
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Interests and abilities of the student and the demands, rewards and constraints 
of this particular institutional setting, certain students dropped out. 
Furthermore, student dropout behavior was found to be sex-related. 

METHOD 

Extensive data were collected during pre-freshmen orientation on two 
complete classes (N = 4150) entering the undergraduate liberal arts college 
(classes of 1966 and 1967). These data consisted of written responses to a 
specially prepared questionnaire that was designed to investigate the impact 
of the college on individual students as an outcome of the characteristics of 
the college and of individual students. Two years later, additional data were 
collected by a follow-up survey from the students who had withdrawn from 
these entering classes. The purpose of the follow-up survey was to determine 
why the students dropped out and to assess the nature of the students' problems 

while in attendance. 

Returns, after two follow-up letters, were received from 80* of the 
dropout sample (N = 1131). There were fewer returns proportionately from 
students who had obtained lower grade point averages; otherwise, the character- 
istics (age, sex, and selected psychological dimensions) of the respondents 
and non-respondents were alike. Since there seemed to be no response bias, the 
non-respondents were not considered to be a source of Invalidity in the analysis. 









